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(To the Noble and moſt 
Uertuous Pꝛinceſſe, Elt- 
| abeth, by the Grace of God, 
of Englande, Fraunce, and Jre- 
lande Quecne, defender of the 
Faith. &c. Be long lyſe, quiet 
reigne, and per ite 


o 


xm HEN 1 CON- 

ider, moſte noble 
dy Queene and Soue- 
PA reigne, that wyth- 
in your Maieſties 


ly harbored. From whence,as 
from a pure Fountaine, doth floye, the 
dredes of a Noble hart, wayingthere-- 
withall, your Maieſties highe dignitie,; 
and the lowneſſe of my eſtate, with my 
ſimple {kill : I toode as one diſmayde, 
not daring to aduenture to put thys 
my baſe ſtyle to the hearing eyther of 


your maieſties reuerent eares, or to the 
9206 Az indge- 


* F 
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The Epiftle g 


judgement of your {kilfull eyes: fog ni 
well otherwiſe, with the learned laborsin t 
of more excellent authors ſatiſſied. Vetiſem 
dailye perceyuing the clemencie ofſtho 
your higneſſe moſt noble minde, con- 

ioy ned with ſo high an eſtate of Soue- mo 
reignetie, and noting your Princelye ſin 

curteſie, and, as it were, a heauenly hu- 

militie matched with the great know - 

ledge, graffed in the roote of your Ma- 

ieſties royall hart, I was by this, though 

before diſcouraged, boldened to pre- 

ſume ſo farre, as humblye to offer nd | 
\ my {imple preſent vnto your Hig 
| neſſe, expreſsing my good will, which 
bj of my fruiteleſle Garden, and barraine 
1. ſoyle, haue founde out thys fragrant 
g Flower of Friendſhip, crauing the only 
| accepting of the ſame no otherwiſe, 
Alexander than = Noble: Alexander of Macedon, 


who greatly eſtemed the poore Poeme, 

giuen him by the Philoſopher [Pirro, 

AE. Or Antoninus the Emperor, that cõſide- 
2 ring the giuers good will, highly regar- 
ded a fewe ſimple Metres offered vnto 

him. Wherfore, redoubted Souerei ne 

o noble 


. , 
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| Deatcatorie_ 

dõ noble Alexander my hope is, for that, 
sin the perſon of your Maieſtie, are aſ- 
t ſembled the rare vertues , not onely of 
fithoſe Princes, but of many others, you 
./wyll amongſt the Noble preſentes of 
more higher eſtate , receyue theſe fewe 
e| ſimplelines,as from him, that conti- 
-| nuallye prayeth for the long 
— and proſperous continu- 

ance of your Maie- 

h ſties happye 


| reigne. 


0 

e Jour Maie ſties moFt bumble 
t Subject, EKamundle 
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1A briefe, and pleaſaunt 
diſcourſe of duties in 
Mariage. 
HAT TIME 
that Flora hadde 


clothed the earth, 
bzauncheſſe 


H. leaues of liuelpe 
Agrœne, and being 
Das it were in the 
A pꝛime of hys de- 
lightes, had garniſhed the pleaſaunt fields 
a newe with fragrant flowers ,early on a 
moꝛning, when Phoebus alſo had ſpzeade 
abꝛoade his bliſfull rayes , andcomfoztable - 
beames, J with a friende of mine, called 
Maiſter Pedro di luxan , deuiſed how to 
eniope ſome parte of that delightfull ſeas 
ſon, and in the ende concluded to walke, 
and range abꝛode in the fieldes , and plea- 
ſaunt groues » where we were not onelpe 
partakers with p ſwæte recozding birdes, 


in the wonderfull wozkes of the n. 


— 


1 The Flower of 
tie: but were therebye alſo octaſſoned, to to ſ 
gloziſie the Creatoz thereof , Thus conſu⸗ in o 
ming the time, till it was nerre none, the 
and when the Sunne began to waxe ſome! ſpe 
what warme, we determined to go from okt 
thente, vnto a wozthic Ladies houſe ther⸗ ani 
by called the Lady Iulia, where we might 
reſt vs the heate ofthe day. And as it chaũ⸗ 
ted, we tame in very god time. Foz euen 
as we entered the Ladies houſe they had 
 newlp waſhed, & were ready to fit downe 
to dinner, where we founde a ioyfull com- 
panie aſſembled togithers , both Ladies, 
and gentlemen , amongſt the which, was 
Madame lulias daughter,calledtheLadis 
Iſabella, a very faire gentlewoma. There 
was alſo p Lady Aloiſa with manie other 
Ladies , and their lincked Pates , beſide 
M. Lodouie Viues, and an olde Gentle⸗ 
man called P. Eraſmus , of whome after 
we had taken acquaintance, tn vſed ſuch 


tourteſie as p time, and place required; we 
ſate all downe ozderlye todinner, where | 
there was ſuch exterding chere, ſuch plea⸗ 
ſaunt talke, ſuch melodie, and © ſwerte 
theering of p Ladies, that it was a wozlde 
to 


| 


to 
u⸗ 
„ 
n. 


Friendſhip b. 


to ſx how merp we were. And being thus 
in our pleaſures, the Lady Iulia deuiſed w 
the companp in what paſtimes we ſhould 
ſpende the alter none. Some lpked well 


| of carding, and dicing, ſome of dauncing, 


and other ſome of Cheſtes,all which were 
condemned bythe moſt parte, who allea⸗ 


ged that choſe Paſtimes were not aun- | 


ſwerable to the tyme of the peare , but 
mo2e mete foz Chꝛiſtmas: and theretoze 
ſuche game were fitteſt , v might be vſed 
abꝛode in the fieldes,as bowling,ſhoting, 
t ſuch other lyke . But . Pedro nothing 
at all lyking of cuche deuiſes, wherein the 
Ladies ſhould be left out,ſaive,p he wel re⸗ 
membꝛed how Boccace 4 Countye Balti- 
zar with others recoũted many pꝛoper de- 
uiſes fo: crerciſe,both pleaſaunt, & pꝛoſita⸗ 


| ble,which,quoth he, were vſcd in p courts 


of Jtalie,and ſome much like to them , are 
pꝛactiſed at this dap in the Engliſh court, 
wherein is not onelpe delecable,but plea⸗ 


ſure iopned with p2ofite , and exerciſe of 


the wyt. Mith that all the whole aſſem⸗ 


blie, both Ladies, and Gentlemen, deſired © 
him, foz that ther were bnſkilfull in thoſe 


deniles, 


| Maifter 

Peco d- 

ndniſeth tbe 
paſtime. 


The d, 


4 cription of ſpꝛong vp two. pleaſaunt tras , whoſe 
+ thc Arbor. greene leaues muche delighted oure epes, 


deuiſes , her woulde put ſome ohe Ls them 
in vze, which he beſt liked off, and they all 
woulde be obedient to his determination. 
At the firſt he vtterly refuſed it. But in the 
ende at their often intreaties, he aunſwe- 
red, that he would doe his diligence, So in 
haſte the table was taken awape, and the 
tompanpe hauing waſhed , the Ladyes 
wythdzewe them foz a bohyle into their 
Chambers, at whoſe returne we went all 
into tbe Garden, a plate meruellous de⸗ 
lectable , wherein was a paſſing faire ar» 
bour, at the entrance wherof,on cache ſide, 


and were ſuppoꝛted wyth two ſtatelpe 
Hillers, curiouſly painted with diuers de⸗ 
uiſes. All the whole arbour aboue oucr 


dur heades., and on eche ſide was powd2ed. 


with ſundzie flowers, and w2ethed about 
wyty the 1 werte Bier, o: Eglantpne, be⸗ 


 twrene the bꝛaunches whereof the cheere⸗ 


fall Sunne lade in his beameg, here and 


there, ſo that the heate dyd not moleſt vs, 


nepther did the Sunne want to cherre vs. 
W bat aw J ſape It might be called a 
terreſtrial 
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| (ame vpon hir head,ſaid,that wheras they 


Friendſhip. 
terreſtrial Paradiſe, And when the whole 
compante were o2derly marſhalled by MP. 
Pedro on the benches, which were trimly 
ſet with Camamile , and Daſies, he gas 
thered from the top of the Arbour , thee, 
oz foure-bzaunches of Roſes with their 
grene leaues, whereof he. wacathed a 
garlande , and demaunded of the whole 
companie , if they woulde conſent to his e⸗ 
ledion, and obey whome ſoeuer he did 
choſe foz their Soueraigne, whereto they 
all aunſwered that they would, And then 7 . 
turning towardes the Ladie Iulia, ſayde, „%% 1, 
that he in the name of them all, foz ſuns i eraigne- 
date reſpects pꝛeſented vnto hir, that gar⸗ 
land, and there with the ſoueraigntie ouer 
them foꝛ p dape. And when he had ſet the 


bad willed him to deniſe their paſtime, he 
thought it beſt the companie being ſo apt 
fo2 the purpoſe , they ſhoulde by courſe cy- 
ther rehearſe ſome pleaſant ſtozies, 02 de- 

bate vpon ſome ſuch matter, as the Ladie 


Iulia their ſoueraigne ſhould commaund. 


And my opinion is, quoth he, fozaſmuch 


as euerpe thing ſheweth nowe a certaine 


naturall 
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than the loue of man and wyfke , let thys 


ts 
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The Flower of 


naturall amitie amongſt them(elnes,yea, | 
the trees, ſapeth Plinie , hath a naturall 
inſtinct of friendſhip , the werte flowers, 
the pleaſaunt herbes , declares the ſame 
alſo, that we intreate ſomewhat of friends Þ 
ch, and bicauſe no friendlhip, oz amitte 
ts , oꝛ ought to be moze deere » and ſurer, 


treatiſe be thereof , wherein J woulde the 
duetie of the married man to be diſcribed. 
Fo2 the knowledge of duetie is the main⸗ 
tenance of friendſhip . All the tompanie 
commended Maiſter Pedro fo2 this plea⸗ 
fant deuiſe, # the Lady Iulia ſtanding vp, 
ſayd,that foxſomuch, as the ſoueraignetie, 
though not with hir will, was commit⸗ 
ted vnto hir wpth conſent of them all, and 
due obedience pꝛomiſed, J like well, quoth- 
ſhe , of thys which Mayſter Pedro hath 

alreadie deniſed, touching friendſhip , and | 
duetie of the maried man. Wherefoze, by |} 


the ſame authaxtie, which J haue recey⸗ 
ned, J commanude pou Sir, and turned 


bir towardes Maiſter Pedro, toperfozme | 
this charge, which pou haue deniſed ofthe. | 


mri mein; not fo; _ A thinke * 
e 


2 


Friendſhip. 


bea better buſbande, than any of the reaſt 

here. But becauſe we being yet wholy ig- Maifter 
Inozant in this kinde of paſlimes, pou Pearo is 
map, as the paincipall authour thercof,ins commaun- 
atrua vs in the whole circumſtance ; and a to de. 
againe , being ſo well languaged, as pou cr2be the 


vou interlarde our Countrie ſperche with 
ſome Spaniſhe trickes. As J doe, quoth 5 
Paiſter Pedro, vtterly denie to be the au⸗ 
thoꝛ of theſe paſtimes, which haue long a⸗ 
Igo bene elſe where pꝛactiſed: ſo might 3 
right well excuſe my ſelfe, both fo2 want 
of (kill , and alſo of god vtterance. But 
fo: that J haue in the name of all the reſt, 
pꝛomiſed obedience vnto pour L, J wyll 
not be the firlt, that ſhall diſobey. Mher⸗ 
foze wozthie Ladies, andGentlewomen, 
quoth he, tf J doubted of pour friendlpe 
judgement , and beneuolence, J woulde 
craue it at the beginning: but bicauſe your 
god bartes and noble natures, haue bene 77 fe 
by p2ofe ſutficiently tryed of mee , lettyng 2% be 
that paſſe, J will go bztefly to my charge, ginnerh bis 
the Flower of Friendſhip , wherein J Fer of 
will firft declare vnto you , the vertues of Friendſbip. 
| 1 


rere 
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are, we ſhall haue god ſpozte , to heare m ied mã 
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 _ the matrimoniall cſtate, which, ſetting 

| | The com- virginitie aſide , as the pureſt eſtate) is 

I both holp, and moſt neceſſarp. It is not vn⸗ 

of mariece, inolone vnto vs Chailttans , howe God 
Ser the Creatoꝛ of all things, made of the rib 

Cene/is. of Adam his welbeloued Eua, as an het- 


per, who Adam called bone of my bones, 


and fleſh of his fleſh, ſo that the almightie 
inſtituted this holye oꝛdinaunce of matri⸗ 


b 

| 

| 
monie in the bliſſefull place of Paradiſe, | 
when man was in his chiefeſt perfection: jc 
b 

fk 


' 
| 


and therefoꝛe, if antiquitie mape giue anp 
wo2thineſſe , what is moze auncient than 
this honoꝛable eſtate, which God himlcife 
the founder of all oꝛdepned, and conlecra- 
ted? What is moze honoꝛable, and pꝛaiſe 
woꝛthie, than this, that Chaiſt with hys 
mother in Canaan did not onelp with his | 
pꝛeſence make honozable , but alſo wyth m 
miracles did ſanctifie the ſame * M hat is b 
moꝛe tuft, than to render that to oure pos 
> [teritie, which we of our pꝛedeceſſoꝛs haue 
hefoꝛe recepued 2 What thing is moꝛe in⸗ 
humaine, than fo: man to contemne that Mes 
as pꝛophane, which the eternal hath halo ⸗ 
wed, and nature hir "_ bewtified⸗TCheiſt 
our 


Friendſhip. | 
dur Loꝛde commaundeth , that man ſhall oF 
| fozfake Father, and other, and cleaue to 1 
his welbeloued ſpouſe , and what is moze 

holpe, than loue towards parents, which 
GO d in the commaundementes hath re- 

warded with the longneſſe of lyfe, pet ma- 

trimony is pzeferred befoze þ ſame. UW hat 

is then moꝛe neceſſarie than matrimonpe, 

which contapneth the felicity of mans life. 

the Flower of Friendſhip,the pꝛeſeruatiõ 

of Reames, the glozie of P2inces , + that 

which is moſt of all, it cauſeth immoꝛtali⸗ 

fie, I might here alleagea number of au⸗ 

thozities in the commendation of mariage, 

aſwell of auncient Doctozs, and Fathers, 

as alſo wozthte Philoſophers , and graue 

learned men. But bicauſe you doubt not 

therein, and the ſtate doth fuffictently com⸗ 

mende it lelfe , J let them paſſe, and will 

befoꝛe J p2oceede any further,ſhew pou the 

rites of diners Nations, in celebzating 7%erites of 


0s 
ne his mylterye, whereof as ſome will make 4»crs na- 


n- vou to laugh, ſo other ſome are to be noted. ons in 

at As foz the chꝛiſtian oꝛders they are not bn- mahing. . 
0 nowne vnto you . Amongl the auncient 2% R. 41 
iſt 11 


Romapnes, as Cicero recozdeth , were „ner, 
two 


_ 
— 5 — 
0 9 8 Lys 
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their daughters, and had lyke inheritancy | 
of their landes, who bare the rule of their 


The Babi- 
Lonians. 


rie with hir, ſtill paying accozding'to theiſ 


fouleft, & to them, that woulde marry an 
ok thoſe , was giuen parte of/the-monex 


foulcneſſe, Thelyke maner allo, was vie] 
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The be mer 


two kindes of mariages , wherby they hat 

alſo two ſoztes of wykes, the one moze oz 
dinarie, whome they called Patrones , the 
other were called houſwyfes, which were 
married by contopning of handes , almoll 
like vnto vs. Theſe did they clteme ? 


houſes , and therefoꝛe called houſwyfee 
But no accelle of y houſband might be per 
mitted vnto them oz on the Patron 
begat they their childzen . The Babiloni 
ans married their mapdes without dow 
ries in this maner, All their maides, whic 
were to ber married, were aſſembled in 
place appointed, and placed oꝛderlye th 
fapꝛeſt firſt, then the meaner ſoꝛt, and lal 
the fowleſt . The fapꝛeſt was giuen vnt 
bim that woulde giue moſt money to mar 


* a . CC . Ot CA nat. » K 


bewtie, moꝛe 02 leſſe, till they came to th 


that was taken foz the fayꝛer ſoꝛt, papin 
actoꝛding to the rate, as they ercteded 


ern 


Among 


"TK , 


Friendſhip. 


| amonglt the auncient Venetians, as ſaps The Veie= 


eth Sabellicus; an. vnhappie cuſtome nini. 


beg was it, quoth the Lady Iulia, & likely that 
the Flower of Friendſhip was but weaks 


lye roted bctweene them of ſo flender acs 


T quaintance, but I pꝛape pou tell vs, how 


the indifferent lozte were maried, that 
were neyther koule, noꝛ fapꝛe, but louclp 
bꝛowne. arp, quoth he , fo2 ſuch amongſt 
the Vetietians,there was no money either 
giuen, oz taken, but were maried fo; 


naught. And ſo perchaunte, quoth a merie 


gentleman, that ſfwde by, called Papfter 


Gualter of Cawne, were ſome of the fai⸗ 
reſt, as they be ſometimes no we a dayes. 
143 haue alſo read; quoth Pailtcr Pedro, 


that in Fraunce ; the maydens did choſe e ſrend, 


their huſbands in this ſozte. The parents „ 


called a number of pong men to a banket, 


| who they thought fitteſt , 4 him; to whom 


the mayde gaue firlt water, by that ſigne 


the choſe fo2 hir huſband. In Mauritania, The N- 9 


as: ſapeth jodorus Siculus ; there was ritauiani 


ſuch ſtoꝛt of women Þ cuery man might 
il baue ſiue wpfes ; and no leſſe than the, 


which alſo after z beatz ot their buſbands; 
| B. j. within 


The Flower, 


within one moneth epther wyllingly bu⸗ 


ried themſclucs with him, oz were per⸗ 
foꝛte executed by the lawe. Jn the Illes of 


In the Iſles Canaria, there were contrariwiſe ſo ma⸗ 
of Canaria. ny men, and ſo fewe women, that eucrie 


The Chal- 
deans. 


wile might haue ſeuen huſvandes, could 
not take leſſe than flue. But J truſt, quoth 
the Lady Aloiſa, that thoſe men were not 
ſo kinde harted , as to be buried with their 
wykes , as the women in that other coun⸗ 
trie were with their huſbandes. J thinks 
not, quoth Maiſter Pedro, and J doubt 
whether thoſe women of Mauritania 

coulde not haue bene contented to haus 


taried behinde their huſbandes, had there | 


beene no lawe to haue compelled them. | 


Luſh quoth the Lady Iulia, thys is farre | | 


fro your matter. What appertaineth thys 
to the Flower of Friendſhip zLady,quoth- | 


he, J am not pet come to my purpoſe. But 
one wozde moꝛe, and J will tomy charge 


Lhe Chaldeans, that honozed the ſy2e fo2 
their God, had an caſte cuſtome. F02 whe 
they minded to marry, the Pꝛieſt kindled 


the kpꝛe in the god mans houſe ,- and both 


the parties touching it x wereaſured to 
1.3 gither, 


It . 


Friendſhip. 

Fither , and when anpe of them milipked, 
one of them quenched the fpze, and ſo were 
thep as fre, as ener they were befoze , Jn 
another Countrie the Pꝛieſt of theire J- 
dols enioped the firſt nightes pleaſures of © 
the 1B2ide , as in Stotlande the Lo2de of 2% 5.945, 
the Doyte , hav the firft fruites, or all the 
Uirgins , wythin his Lozdſhip . A num⸗ 
ber of luche like cuſtomes, J could retite, 
but J mape not ſpend longer tyme in thoſe 
trifles,and the Lady Iulia deſireth to heare 1. -- 
pk our friendip Flower, whereto now J qualities is 

retarne , and ſape, that equalitie is p2l- j; mars e. 
| tipally to be conſidered in thrs matrimo⸗ 
| niall amitie, as well of pearts as of the 
| giftes of nature, and foztune, Foz cqual- 
nelle herein, maketh friendlyneſſe, Pira- pitch, 
| chus Mityleneus one df the ſeauen ſages 771. enen, 
| of Greece, being demaunded of a pong f 
man, whome he ſhvald take to wyfe, aun⸗ 
| ſwered, go, and learne ofthe childzen, that 
play togither, and they will infozme the. 
Foz they had a game among thent,where- 
in they often repeated , take to thee thy 
pee Parry not L ſuperiour , ſayth Plu- 
tareh - Foz in ſo doing, in ſteede of kinf- Ne 

ET | B. u. folkcs, 
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Meniander. 


Licxirgus G 


The Flower of 
folkes , thou ſhalt get thee maiſters, in 
whole awe thou mult ſtande, anda richs 
woma, that maricth a poꝛe man, ſeldome, 
02 neuer, ſhake off p pꝛide from hir ſhoul⸗ 
ders. 
man hath gotten in ſterd of a wyfe, a huf- 
band, and ſhe of him a wyfe,a ſtraunge al⸗ 
teration, a wonderfull metamozphoſis, 
But Licurgus the law maker well conſſ- 
dered that, when he ozdapned that women 
ſhoulde be married without dowzies, (9 


that then they had nothing to be pzowde 


off, ſaue oncly their vertues, which ought 
to be accounted þ chiefeſt do wꝛie. Foz that 
which is moze creellent, is to be pzeferred 
befoꝛe things | 
fo; lack of ſubſtance , ſhall a vertuous wife 


be repelled, o2 fo2 want of welth , wiſe- | 
Alexarur dome by reteced 7 Alexander, the great 
monarch of the whole wozld, ſhewed hys | 
noble courage in nothing moe, than in 


that her reiecing the ryche Barbarian 


Qu xenes, bonchſafed to match with Bar⸗ 


cina , daughter of Arbaces, a pwze gens 


tleman , but of noble parentage, wherein 


b ver⸗ 


not riches, but nobilitie ado ned with v 
eee 


Pea Menander ſayth, that ſuche a 


S WW . 
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ngs of lower valour. Why then 
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tues pꝛeuapled. Mell, . the Ladie 
Iulia, J pꝛap you what is he now a dates, 
that had not rather marrie a woman ful of 
money,wanting vertue + grace, than that 
hauing vertues, lacketh money. Fo2 my 
parte, it well lyketh me that equalitie, as 
you ſap, be obſerued, ſe ing equalneſſe cau⸗ 
ſeth kriendlyneſſe. But J vnderſtand not 
this kinde of equalit ie, wherein you ſme 
to allow the greateſt inequalit ie ̊ can be. 
Foz Alexander being Loꝛde of the whole 
wozlde coulde finde no equall match, in 
reſpect of his greatneſle. Much lelle Bar- 
cina that was ſo karre his inferiour , both 
in parentage, and ſubſtance . Not fo farre 
bis inferiour , quoth Patſter Pedro, foz 
the great vertues,which abounded in Bar- 
cina , and as J ſayde befoze , the onely rp⸗ 
ches to be required in a woman, was in 
all reſpects comparable to the great greats 
neſſe of Alexander the great, neyther did 
ſhe want ſufficient parentage,and though 
not a conquerout of the wozlde , pet well 
knowne to be pꝛoceeded from the conque⸗ 
rours olon linage, ſo that avertuous wo- 
nen wiſe and of god linage, wan⸗ 
B. iii. teth 
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teth no equalitie on hir parte to tounter⸗ 


The Flower of 


peiſe the greateſt ryches, o treaſure, that 
any man can haue. Foz where vertue a⸗ 
boundeth, all god things doe flowe. And 
to conclude, J ſap, that great regarde augbt 


the man to haue in his choiſe, that he may 
leaue hys childe parentage, which being 
iopned to vertues maketh them perfite. 


ob fo; p equalitie in age, ſap, cõſiſteth 
kewiſe in the inequalitie of peares, but 


not ſo much as the Philoſophers,in times 


paſt affirmed. Foz Ariſtotle by hys rea⸗ 


ſons, woulde haue the man to be twentie 
peares elder than hys wyfe, bicauſe they .. 


might leaue off pꝛocreation at one time. 
Heſiodus the Greeke poet, & Xenophon 
the philoſopher , would hane the woman 


fourceeene, and the man thirtie peres old. 
ſo that there ſhould bee ſixtene peares be⸗ 


twene them, bicauſe in that time, the man 


ſhould be beſt able to rule his houſholde, 


and the woman taken from euill occaſt- 


icurgus. ons, Licurgus lawe was amongeſt the 


Lacedemonians, that the men ſhoulde 


not marrp, befoꝛe thirtie, and ſeauen peres 
of age, and women at eyghtene. What | 


maner 
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maner ot equalitie is thys,quoth the Lady 
| Iſabella, J woulde neuer marry , rather 
than to take ſuch old cruſtcs, whole wyfes 
are moze occupied in playſtering , than in 
enjoying any god conuerſation . Pou ſay | 
truth, quoth Maiſter Pedro, neyther doe 
J allowe it, yet mape 3 not condemne the 
auncient philaſophers. Foz in thoſe dapes 
men liued longer, and their natures were 1 
much ſtronger. Therefoze by likelph od it 4 
was at that time moꝛe tollerable. But my 4] 
opinion is, that they differ not aboue foure 
oꝛ ſiue peres. Aſter this match made, and 
cqualities conſidered , next followeth, to hat loue 43 
loue, x to like well: Foz perfite loue knit · u ee 
teth louing heartes, in an inſoluble #944 be 
knot of amitie. Loue indifferent ſerueth 
not, loue fapned pꝛoſpereth not. Where- 
foꝛe it muſt be true, and perfite loue, that 
maketh the Flower of Friend(hip he- 5 
tweene man and wyfe freſhlye to ſp eing. 
This loue muſt growe by little and little, mW 
and that it maye be durable, must by de- 
grers take rote in the hart. Faꝛ haſtie laue 
is ſwne gone. And ſome haue loued in paſt 
bad, that afterwards haue repented them 
B. u. at 
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T he Flowernf 
at lepſure . TN c all ſcke the fapꝛeſt, the 
richeſt, and nobleſt. But vertues are laide 
aſtde, and nought accounted off , we (ke 
to feedc our eyes, and not to content oure 
eares, NA hy: quoth Maiſter Gualter, (hal 
a man choſe his wyfe with his eares . To 
choſe with our cares , quoth Maiſter Pe- 
dro, is to enquire of bir vertues , Evices, 
by repozt whereof you ſhall vnderſtande 
hir conditions, and qualities, god, t bad. 


As ſoꝛ that, quoth Gualter, it bateh not. 


Foz the beſt of them all haue their faults, 
and if ſhe be bertuous , cher will loke to 
be ſo honozed, that hir huſband shall haue 
the moꝛe a do to pleaſe hir. And J remem- 
ber, that a wiſe man, Jknowe not hys 
name, being enquired of a friende of bys, 
with home he ſhould marry,aunſwercd, 
that he had beene married foure ſundzie 
times, firſt with a fayze woman, who was 
ſo pzowne of hir bewtie,that he was faine 
to pleaſe, andcontent hir, leaſt ſhe ſhould-. þ 
diſhonour him, the ſeconde verie riche, 
whoſe ſubſtance made hir ſo ſtately , that 
be was fozced lyke a llaue to obey hir, the 
thirde was ſo vertuous , that he wag glad 
indi e e to 


Friends. 


tohono2 , and reverence mn fo kœpe hir 
{fill in hir vertuous gadneſſe,the laſt was 
of god linage, which ſo exalted bir ſto⸗ 
macke, that ſh made him bir bondman, 
Nowe choſe , quoth be, which ol theſe 
foure thou canſt beſt content thy ſelf. ou 

haue made a fapꝛe reaſon, quoth the Lady 
Aloiſa, J neuer knewe that pou were ſq 
deepely learned befoze , and all the Ladies 
woulde haue dꝛiuen Paiſter Gualter dut 
of the arboꝛ. But father Eraſmus ſapde 
that he remembzed the lyke thing of A- 
naxagoras, and therefoze he was not to 
be blamed, becauſe he did but repete the 
woꝛdes of a Philoſopher . What then, 
0 oth Paiſter Pedro; it is no parte ot 
my charge to diſpꝛapſe women, but to 
ſpeake the beſt of them , and to plant the 
Flower of Friendſhip betwæne them, 
and their huſbands, ly herfoze, let loue be 
oted depcly in the mans hart towardes 
the woman. Let hir perſon be ſought, not 
bir ſubſtante, crane hir vertues , not hir 
iches-, then ſhall there be a topfull begin- 
nung and a bleſſed continuance in amitie, 


ſv which all things ſhall p;oſper., 4 12 
9 


LY - * 


The Flower of 

to happie ende. Beware of hatred , be elr⸗ 
cumſpect in loue, which of them firſt 7a-. ff? 
kethplace , doth abide during lyfe. And | 

touc grounded remapneth fozeuer, which . 
being once gone, al other godneſſe folow⸗ 
eth fo: companie. ZTherefoze to confirme . 
this loue p married man muſt, as much as 
he tan, alwapes abſtepne from b2awiing, 
lowing, and grudging, eſpecially when 


he is newlp married. Fo2 if the wyke firlt 
toncepue hate, ſhe will neuer receiue loue 


againe. The huſband then muſk be merie, 
and pleaſaunt with his wyfe, to make hir 
the moze in lone with him at the begin⸗ 
ning, ſo that if after wardes they chaunce | 
to kall at ſquare, it ſhall riſe but of a ſo⸗ 
daine anger, which will be gone againe 
as ſone , and not of anpe olde concepued 
malice. There be manpe men, that boaſt 
much, howe they be ferned,and feared, like 
Bugges, of their wyfes, but they mar⸗ 
uelloaſſp decepue themfelues. Foz much 
better were it, if they were better beloued, 
and leſle keared. Foꝛ whome the wpfe ha⸗ Pl 
teth, in feare the ſerneth , but whome ſhe | 
loueth , ſhe glavly cheriſheth , It is god 
reaſon, 


| Friendſhip. 

ſeaſon, that all women doe laboz to fande 

n the god grace of their huſbandes , but 
nuch moze ought we men to fozelee , that 

be fall not into the hatred of oure wpfes. 

Foz if ſhe once faſten hir eyes on another, 
he ſhall enioy hir in diſpite of hir huſbands. 

, heard. In this long and troubleſome iour⸗ 
d 

[ 

, 

Pp; 


hey of matrimonie , the wife man maye 

ot be contented onelp with his Spouſes 

irginitie, but by little and little muſt 

ently pꝛocure that he mape alſo ſteale a- Tie marie 

ap hir pꝛiuate will, and appetite, ſo that war fteale. . 

k two bodies there map be made one one⸗ away hu. 

e hart, which ſhe will ſone doe, if loue wyfes pri- 
afgne in hir, and without this agreeable vat 18 

dnco2d matrimonie hath but ſmall plea⸗ 
re, 02 none at all, and the man, that is 

got lpked, and loued of his mate, holdeth 

is lyfe in contingall perill , his godes in 

eat icopardie , his god name in ſuſpect, - 

d his whole houſe in btter perdition ; J 

bi recyte two, oz thꝛe examples of thoſe 
it loued their wpfes well, and then J 

il p2ocede ,- The firſt, that loued hys 


Such as lo- 
wed well 


fe, was our father Adam „who being their wer 
ein ee, and foꝛbidden on paine of {44 
death, 
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Tiberius 
Gracchus. 


The Flowerof 
death, one onelp tree in the Garden, ko 
content, and pleaſe Eua his wife, did not⸗ iti 
withſtanding cate of it, and dyed, Darius qu 
the great king , being oucrcome by Alex; pe. 
ander, in all things ſhewed himſelf oute he 
and inuincible, till he vnderſtode that his int 
wpfe was taken p2tſoner , who then pou⸗ MP 
red out his teares aboundantlye , as la-] an 
menting fo2 that which he moze elkeemed| 33 
than hys lyfe , . 02 eſtimation, Valerius ok. 
Maximus ſapth, that Tiberius Gracchus|fax 
finding two Serpents in hys bed, ſent koꝛ the 
the ſothſayers to knowe what p ſtraunge cot 
chaunce ment, and ſignified, which aun⸗ in 


be 


--  ſwered, that if ye killed the male ſerpent, In 


Tadyſhip is ſo afeard to marry, but pet toll ga 
tell the truth, and ſhame the Deuill, there] wie 
EY FE | be | 


be ſhoulde dic befoꝛe His wyfe, but if the 1 
female were firit ſlaine, hys wyle ſhoulde hu 
dic befoꝛe him. He bearing entire loue tos} rin 
wardes his wyfe, gaue his owne death to the 
pꝛolong hir lpfe, and kylled pꝛeſentlp the tit 
male ferpent . There be, quoth the Lady] tie 
Iulia, fewe ſuch huſbandes in theſe oure cex 
dapes, 02 rather none at all. That is the dec 
matter, quot Maiſter Cualter, that pour the 


| Friendſhip > 

| be mo ſuche huſbandes , than lyke wyles, 
t- | if it were well tried. This ſawcie fole, 
35 |quoth Madame Aloiſa, woulde bee well 
<| beaten, and baniſhed our company. F092 
te he is fill pꝛatling againſt women, and 
. interrupteth oure paſtime. No, no,quoth 
1. aiſter Pedro, he increaſeth our ſpozte, 
1 | and therefo2e we can not well want him. 
But J will ſhewe you one example moze 

s ok later peares, bicauſe the Ladye Iulia 

1S|ſapeth that none nowe a dapes doe loue 

their wpfes ſo well, Baptiſta Fulgoſare- paris 

e counteth of a certaine pwze man, and bys Fg 
1] wpfe; that were (king fo2 their ſuſle- 

ly nance vpon the Sea ſide. The woman be⸗ 
Ce! ing taken awape, by certaine Rouers, hir 
Ci hulbande ſwam in the ſca after hir, deſi⸗ 
xing the pirates to take him alſo, ſaying, 
5 that he had rather be with his wyfe in caps 
e tiuttie , than lacking hir to liue at liber⸗ 
yl tte, whereat the Pirates maruelling, re⸗ 
©) cepued them both into their ſhippe, and. 
e declaring the whole aduenture, pzeſented 
them to the King of: Lunis, who vnder⸗ 
of tanding the caſe gaue them great com⸗ 
e aden, and not onelp ſet them at li⸗ 


* 


The Flower of | 


5 | 

| bertie , but alſs ſente them home wyth! 
| great rewarde, | | 
\ This mape ſuffiſe to make you vnders 
= ſtand, that men doe ſometimes loue their 
| wykes, t hereby map you allo ſœ of what 
fozce the true Matrimontall loue is, wher-| 
= on let the married man faſten, and ground 
| all the reſt of his doings , and ſo ſhall thys an 


— wwe 2 
a 
— 


friendly Flower, be planted in a fertile ö 

Weeds Foyle, And as there bx certaine ſwerte par 
tha will herbes, that are great nouriſhers of thys t. 
oucegrow Flower: ſo be there certayne popſoned 
the friendly wirdes, that will ouergrowe it, and in 
0 Flower. the ende vtterly deſtrops it, if they be not and 
| w:eded out by the rote, whereof the firſt, chil 
| __ Adultyic, ànd chiefeſt is adulterie. Foz what godly- fay 
| neſſe can rapgne in that houſe, where par 
harlots beare the rule, whoſe fruits Salo- 
| mon doth largely deſcribe, Fo? ik the huſ⸗ 
band pleaſe the wicked woman, he muſk 


rep 

will 
of foꝛce diſpleaſe hys owne wyfe being 4 
godlye , and that iniurie a god woman 
cannot wpth anpe pacience ſuppozt. At ne 
what time the married man determpneth |, 
to kœpe a harlot, euen the ſame houre, 
doth he (et fpꝛe to his honeſtie, defirucion' 
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te his houſe , and loſſe of all, that eucr he 
Vlhath. An honeſt. woman wyll ſuffer a 
[thouſand diſcommodities in hir hulbande, 
/ ſo that ſhe be aſſured , that he is contented 
r with hir, and loueth hir only, What grea⸗ 
at ter cruelty can a man ſhew vnto his wpfe, 
than to kœpe all his railings, bzawlings, 
d and chydings foz hir, and another to eniop 
4 all bis (god) conuerſation, and pleaſures, 
e doubt which of them hath the greater 
: e part, epther he in doing, oꝛche in ſuffring 
5ſt. Can there be any greater diſoꝛder, than 
or the huſbande to be merie abꝛode, and 
lo wꝛe at home, to take from bys wpfe, 
t ſand glue to his harlots , to want fo2 hys 
, childze, and to ſuffiſe fo2 his bawdes, The 
, [fapth that the woman oweth to hir bul⸗ 
e pande, the lyke fidelitie ought the man to 
© jrepape bnto hys wyfe , and though the ci⸗ 
uill lawe giueth man the ſupertozitie auer 
his wyfe , that is not to offende,o2 deſpiſe 
r, but in miſdoing, louingip to refozme 
hir. Tberefo:e the abhoꝛring or adulterie 
increaſeth amitte betwene man, and wife, 
and the chiefeſt wap to ground the Flower 
or Fncnathie in Patrimonie is, firſt to 

rots 
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T he Flowerof 
rote out the popſon ot adulterie. The ſe- | tt 
conde werde that is to be extirped is gam | me 
ning, which though the woman can wyth r: 
moze pactente ſuffer; than this others: yet 
fo2 his owne ſake, let him foꝛbeare it. Foz 
what wiſedome ts it , that a man at one 
chaunte of the Dice, halardeth as much, as co 
the toplc of hys whole lpfe hath gotten; 
and ſcrapte together, and ſmall commodi- 
tie the gameſter reapeth thereby ; when be 
bath beſt hap, if all his cardes be told. Foz 
ſuppoſe he wynne, yet ts there ſuche tur⸗ 
ſing;ſuch lying; ſuch bzawling ; chyding. 
and ſwearing that the Deuill laugh-| f 
eth them all to ſcoꝛne. It he loſe, he fret⸗ 
teth; and fumeth ſo, that beſide the loſe o 
bis thzift, he hazardeth both body; 4 ſoule, 
with curſing, and blaſpheming. Then il ny: 
be epther wynne, oz loſe , ve ſ theſe hys| chai 
gaines and commodities; Je condemne not] the 
honeſt plaping foꝛ recreitio at times ton / day 


ttenient fo; ſome ſmall matter , 3 as the per- foze 


ſons habilitie is. But what a monſtrous] erat 
thing is it; to tonſume whole dapes, peu, tent 
whole dates, and nights in gaming, ſwea⸗ are 
ring; and foꝛſwearing. Foz it * df, on 

17 
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ten, a daplie gameſter,acommon blaſphe⸗ 

mer. Wherefoze it were no great hinde⸗ 

| rance to the common welth, if ſuch kinde 

| of-perſotis were vtterly baniſhed. The Rictouſ- 
third peſtiferous werde ts banqueting,and veſſe aud 
riotouſneſſe. Foz dꝛonkenneſſe, whiche dronkeneſies | 
| commonly; haunteth the riotons perſons; 

; | beſides that it waſteth thy thꝛifte, conſu⸗ 

| meth thy friends, and cozrupteth thy body, 

; 

4 


doth'alotranſfozme thæ from a reaſona⸗ 
ble creture, to a bzute beaſt.Socrates tom Socrates, 
pareth the. witte , that is ohercome with 
WM ine, vnto a hozſe that caſteth hys Mais 
'| fter „what greater repꝛoche tan there be to 
a man, than to be called a common dꝛon⸗ 
karde, which is as much to ſaye,as a man 
depziued ot all vertues. J could recite ma⸗ 

ny aramples , what diſcommodities haue 

thaunced to woꝛthye men by thys vpte , if 

the time woulde ſuffer mee. You haue pet 
day pnaugh, quoth the Lan Iulia. Wlher- 
fo:e we pꝛap pou to ſhe we vs ſome of thoſe 
examples fo2 oure inſtruction. J am con? 
tent, quoth Maiſter Pedrvzand ſeing vou 
are ſo willing to heare, 3 will declare firſt 
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j ſome what of wine; which'by abuſe nous 
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The Flower of 
riſheth dꝛonkenneſſe, and by vſe is the beft:] | 
Anacharſis ſiquoꝛ of all others. Anacharſis the Phi⸗ 
loſopher ſapde, that the Uline bare thꝛer 

kindes ot grapes, the firſt of pleaſure, the 

ſeconde of dꝛonkenneſſe, and the thirde of 

ſozrowe , ſo that paſſing the firſt, which is 

to dꝛinke it temperatelye, and delayed, the 

Noe the other two are naught. . Noe was the firſt 
firſt inuen- that inuented Mine, thoughe ſome at- 
ter of wine. tribute the ſame to Y canus ,, andſome to 
Dionyſius. The firſt that delaped wpne, 
Filons firs was Filona, bozne in Candia , and being 
delzye4 ſo dzonke temperatelye , it quickeneth the 
. wyt, it increaſeth the ſtrength, it cheereth 
the hart, it taketh away cares, it cauſeth 
colour in the fate , it ſtrengthneth the 
ſinowes, it helpeth the ſight, it foztifieth 
the ſtomack, it pꝛouoketh vaine z it taketh 
away ſozrowes ;: 4 toconclude with faint 


Timathe: his ſtomacke, counſapleth him todzinke a 
little wine. But as manye diſcommodities 
hath it alſo , if it be abuſed, as haceding the 
gowte , cauſing the dꝛopſie, decaying wo- 
: mens beautie,and making them barraine,| ma 
Lew gun with many other much wanle. . wee 


7 


Friendſbip. 
the Lacedemonian law maker, commaũ⸗ 

ded, that no man befoze., xbiiz, peares of, 

age, ſhoulde dzinke anpe wine, and from 25 
thence to foztie ho gaue leaue to dzinke * 
verie little, and much delayed , and from 

foztie vpwardes ſomewhat moze , and 

leſſe delayed . As Noe was the firſt in- Noe he 
uenter of wine: ſo was her firſt dzonken , f ſt on- 
who was therefoze laught to ſcoꝛne of his kay ae. 
owne ſonnes, Lot in his dꝛonkenneſſe lap Lot. 9 
with his owne daughters. Alexander the Alexander | 
great was ſo ſpotted with this vice, that 

alwapes in his dꝛonkenneſſe, her woulde 

kyll his deereſt friends, and in the ende be- 

ing dꝛonke, was popſoned himſelfe Mar- Yfarcus. 
cus Antonius, an inuincible Romain cap- Antonius. 
taine, being once ouercome wyth Mine, 

gaue himſelfe to the pleaſure of Cleopa- 

tra, and was ſlapne by Oftauius Cæſar. 

Anacleon the poet was ſo great a bibber Anacleon: 
of wine, that he was choked with p huſke | 
of a grape. Loe, here pou ſce the vnhappie 

ende of thoſe, that paſſe the golden meane, 

andcleaue to the erceſſe. It the married 

man do werde out theſe ther daungerous 

wiedes by the rote, no doubt this Flower 

C. ij. will 
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Will pꝛoſper paſſing well, and yeldpearefy | 
dubble incceaſe, And, as J ſaide befoze, the 
better to nouriſhe, and mapntaine thys 
Certaine Flower; there are certaine delicate herbes 
delicate that muſt of fozce becheriſhed , which bee 
herbes,the bheſe. Firſt to be aduiſed in ſperche, cur⸗ 
Mu] tedus, and gentle in conuerſation, truſtie, 
ners of ths and ſecret in that, wherein hee is truſted, 
friendly . wiſe in gining counſaile , carefull in pꝛo⸗ 
Flopcr.... uiding fp2 his houle, diligent in loking to 
that which ts his, ſufferable of the impꝛo⸗ 
tunities of his wife, daungerous , and cir⸗ x 
tumſpea in matters touching his honeſty, | w 
and ieolous in the education of his Chil⸗ th 
dꝛen. Theſe be excellent herbes,quoth the by 
Lady Aloiſa, aud rarely founde all in one 
garden. TN herefoze we pzay pou teach vs, to 
how we mape plant, and conſerue them. hi 

That appertapneth not to my charge, 
quoth Maiſter Pedro, and ik it dyd, yet 
want ok ſkil, and ſhoꝛtneſle of time woulde 
not permit me. But 3 will inſtrua vou in 
their qualities, which being well conſide- 
red, will pꝛouoke the wyſe man to ſeeke 
alter them , In doing whereof, as J ſhall 
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Friendſhip: b. 


the Lady Iulia, concerning hir commaun⸗ 
dement. Do truſt 3 to deſerue great thanks 

e | ofal theſe Ladies. The firſt delicate herbe 
5 | that the married man muſt plant oz the 44/6 hd. 
: 

: 

; 


pꝛeleruation of his friendlye Flower ts to in ſherche⸗ 
be aduiled in ſpxche , Foz the man that 

without diſcretion ſpeaketh moze haſtilye, 

» | than wiſely, foz the moſt parte falleth into 

» | erro2s , much babling , declareth afoliſhe 
heade, anda ſilent perſon , is the exampier 

0] of wiſedome . Firſt erpend with thy ſelfe, 
what thon wilte ſpeake, and ponder thy 
meaning well. Then note to whome, 

where, ĩ when thou ſpeakeſt. The tongue 

that runneth befoze the witte, commonlie 
bꝛerdeth his maiſters woc. The philoſo⸗ 

phers in their ſcholes, neuer taught a man 

to ſpeake, but firſt learned him, to holde 

his peace. Salomon ſapth, that much talke Salomon. 
tannot be without offence, and he that tan 
refrapne his tongue is wile . Two occaũ⸗ 

ons Socrates allowed, that ſhoulde moue. 

one to ſpeake , when he knewe the matter 

verye well, and when necellitee conſtrai⸗ 

ned him. Xcnophon ſapeth, that nature xen 
gaue ua two eares; and but one mouth, 

C. ij. to 


b 1 
| Conrriſe in be courteous , and gentle tn conuerſaſion. 
1 e Foꝛ yeſ that nerce, and hurtfull beaſtes, 


they will fall to raging, & ſo conſequentlpe 


"The Elmerof 


to the intent we ſhoulde heare moze , ten ly 
we ought to ſpeake. The ſecond herb is to 


as the lpon, the nN » with ſuch lpke, 
be abhozred ok vs fo? their cruell curſt- 
nefſe , when the tractable beaſtes, as the 
ſyaniell,ond the grephounde, with others, 
haue not onelp place in oure houſes , but 
we haue ſometime moze care to nourithe 
them vp, than a chziftian creature. The 
married man then muſt not bee rigozous | - 
towarde his wife, Foz there will diſcozbe 

growe by hir inward hate, and neuer ſhall 
they haue top, oꝛ peace, if the woman can- 
not refraine hir tongue, noꝛ the man ſuk⸗ 
fer. Ir he want diſcretion , and che paci- 
ence , it will rather appere the manſion 
of foles than a houſe of þ wiſe , Foz at the 
laſt , except one of them peelde vp in tyme, 


to blowes. Women foz the moſt part, are 
froward of tomplextion, and tender of con- 
dition, whereto the wiſe huſbande muff 
haue great regarde , and if he once repꝛe⸗ 
hende them tharpelys he muſt a hundzetb 

exhozt 


Friendſhip. 


"1 erboꝛt them louinglye. There are manye 
o octaſions, that cauſeth variance betwene 
man, and wife , as foz their childꝛen, ſer⸗ 
| tants , appareil, and other ſuch houlholde 
, | matters, Jn which the god married man 
mult ſhowe his wiſedome, epther in tur⸗ 
ning it to ſpoꝛte, & diſſembling the cauſe, 
oz aunſwering not at all. It ſo be hee can⸗ 
not ſuppꝛeſſe his anger, let him then goe, 
and diſgeſt it abꝛoade. Foz the ende ol in⸗ 
dignation , is to be aſhamed of our ſelues. 
And as in a myſte a man appereth grea⸗ 
ter, than in a fayze daye, ſaith Diogenes: . Diogenes. 
ſoe appeercth his vyces moze in his an⸗ ; 
ger, and rage, than when he is patient. 
The thirde is to be ſecrete ,, and truſtie in 4 
that, wherein he is truſted. One of the ver« 7? 22 4 
tues. molt eltemey in tymes paſte was ſe⸗ 1 
crecie, whereby the T pſedome of a man 
was perfitlye diſcerned. Hee is diſcrete; 
that kepeth well bis ſecretes , ſapeth So- Socrates. 
crates, But he is not wiſe, that diſcatiereth 
them. The god Cato repented him but ot . | 
thꝛee things, that he did during all his life. 
Firſt, fo2 diſcloſing a ſecrete to a woman, 
* ſcconde-, foz ſapling by ſea, when her 
C. iiij. might 


The ner 


might haue gone by land, and the laſt, fo3 

conſuming one whole dap, without doing: 
ſome p2ofitable deede. A marueplous ers 
ample of ſecretie, was ſhewed in Anaxa- 
goras, who with others conſpired to kill 
a tyꝛaunt, and being betrayed , and by the 
tiraunt put to molt cruell toꝛments, not 
ſufferable, bit off his owne tongue, bicauſe 
he woulde not diſcouer that, which he pꝛo⸗ 
miſed to kype ſecret , The like is repozted 
of a woman in Athens, bicauſe ſhe would 
not bew2aye a conſpiracie, wherem hir 
hulbaude was a part. Jt is happiequoth 
the Ladie Aloiſa, that ſome women haue 
bæne ſecret in times paſt. Foz vou men ſay 
nowe a dapes, that women can kepe no 
counſaile. Sx J p2ap pou , quoth Bailtex 


* Gualter, how ſone this Ladie,had gotten 


holde of that ſentente, whichſo little (ers 


ueth hir purpoſe. Fo2 3 truſt it was an ea- 
ſie matter foꝛ that woman ta kepe ſilence, 


when ſh r wanted hir tongue. Uhereto 
the Ladies woul de haue replied, but Pai⸗ 


ſter Pedro interrupted them, and ſapde, 
that her dyd not condemne , although the 
molt parte were not tongue tyed , and ſo 

there 


: 
j 
| 
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Friendſhip. 
there be, quoth he, ſome men that be open 
pnough, But J woulde haue this marricd 
man to embꝛatc ſecrecie as a vertue, and 
thinke it is a great ſhame not to be ſo ſc⸗ 
cret, as a woman. The fourth, is to be wife 1 
in gyuing counſaile, which is not euerpe 20 be wiſe 
mans office, but ſuch as be of god peares, in giuing 
that haue ſerne, and heard much. Counſel⸗ counſell. 
loꝛs muſt be wiſe, lerned, vertuous, of god 
judgement, & without affection. Socrates Socrates. 
counſelleth a man, not to aſke counſell of 


him, that is wholye giuen to the woꝛlde. 
| Fo2 his aduiſe will be, but after his owne 


pleaſure. Plato ſayth, that he ſtudied moze /a 
to giue counſaple to his friendes, than to 
reade philoſophie in the ſcholes © What a 
mockerie is it then, foꝛ harebꝛapnde heads, 

to giue counſaile in matters, whereof they 
neuer ſawe, noꝛ heard befoꝛe. The fit, is to 


be carefull in pꝛouiding fo2 his houſe, as 7, be care- 


to kde, and cloth his familpe, to inſtruct % in pro- ; \ 
his childzen,and to pay his ſeruantes txue- „ Ang for | 


lp. In which things a man mape not, as % houſe. 


in other voluntarie matters be negligent, 
but play the part of a god houſband in res 
membzing it, and pꝛouiding fo2 it in 7 

he 


: ö 
— | 8 | 
** 4 — | 
4 9 . 
| 0 

2 9 4 
hk [WH 
bi 
\ , 


The office of the huſbande is to bꝛing in 


| | neceſſaries,ofthe wife, well to keepe them. 
V+ Che office of the huibande is, to go abꝛoad 
19 in matters of p2ofite, of the wife, to tarrye 


| o at home, and ſe all be well there. The ol⸗ 
1 lce ok the huſbande is, to pꝛouide money, 
11 of the wife, not waſtfully to ſpende it. The 
b 10 | office of the huſbande is, to deale, and bar⸗ 
| gaine with all men, of the wife , to make 
| v2 meddle with no man. The office of the 
| vuſband is, to giue, of the wife , to keepe. 
The office of the huſbande is, to apparell 

him as he can, ofthe wyfe ,to go as ſhe 

.-. ought, The office of the huſband is, to bee 
Lo2de of all, of the wife , to giue account 

of all ; and finally J ſape, that the office of 
the huſbande is, to maintayne well hys 
liuelphode, and the office of the woman 
is, to gouerne well the houſhold , And as 
the man mape not denie his wife things, 
that muſte bee graunted of neceſſitie : ſo 
be ought not to graunt hir things of. pꝛo⸗ 

| digalitie, 2 ſuperfiuons . Fo2 as great dy{- 
* dodzꝛder is it to graunt the one, as todenye 
f the other. The ſixt is that the married 
bl - man accompany no emen perlongaond 
0 n 
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Frienaſhip. 
in any taſe, that hc harbour them not. Fo? 
manpe men blame their wyfcs koꝛ pil luke, 


When they themſelues are the , cauſcrs fd per- 
therof foꝛ mainteyning ſuch companions, s. rel! 


whereby he himſelſe doth hardly eſcape in⸗ 


famie , and theſe god fellowes do (&ke to 
crepe into greateſt friendſhippe with the 


huſband, to the intcnt they may haue bet- 
ter opoztuinitie with his wife. Pet maye 
he vſe his tried friende, oꝛ nere kinſman 
familtarly, as well in his obonc houſe, as 
elſe where , hauing alwapes regarde to 
the olde ſaping, that a man map ſhewe his 
wile, and his ſwo2de to his friende, but not 
to farre to cruſt them. Foz if thereby grow 
vnto him any infamie , let him not blame 
his wife , but his owne negligence. The 
ſeuenth herbe of maruclleus vertuc is, to 


ber ſufferable in the pmpoztunities of his 


wyfe , ſometymes diſembling, and in tri⸗ 
fling matters conſenting vnto hir. Foz if 


all things, that women craue, ſhoulde ber % vc. 
graunted, all thing that they finde fault 
withall, ſhoulde be amended, 4 all things 
that they are a greeued with , ſhould be re- 
dzelſed , Sampſons ſtrength , the pacience 
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The Flower of 


of lob, and the wyſedome of Salomos 
were all to little. Foꝛ ſome men, whoſe 
miſſhaps are to be lamented, are matched 
with ſuch ſaincts, that deuiſe naught clſe, 
but howe to vere , and moleſt theire houl⸗ 
bands. Socrates pittied the ſozts of men, 
The firſt was, a god man in the handes 
ok acurſt ſhꝛewe, the ſeconde a wiſe man, 
vnder the gouernaunce of a fole , and the 
laſt was a liberall man, in ſubiection to a 
couetous 'captife . J thanke pou foz this, 
quoth Pailter G ualter , thys is the trueſt 
tale, pou tolde to daye , and hitherto , pou 
haue but flattered theſe Ladies. Notſo, 
quoth maiſter Pectro, Fo2 J ſpake nothing 
hcretofoze but the truth, neyther ſpeake 3 
this nowe generallpe againſt all women. 
Fo2 that were ſlaunderous vnto them. F 
do but touch ſome ſhꝛewde wyues. Tuſhe, 
guoth maiſter Gualter , they bi ſhzewes 
all, and if pou giue the ſimpleſt of them 
leaue to dape to treade vpon your fwte , to 
moꝛrowe ſhe will tread vpon thy head. Be 
not angrie , J pꝛapt pou, quoth Mapſter 
Pedro. F02J giue no ſuch leaue, but J ſap 
ant fo2 quietneſſe ſake , 4 foz the increaſe 
| | - "8 
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e dt amity, the maried man . ſometyme 

diſſemble, and in thys caſe-ought to conſt⸗ 

der, that ik his wife be folilh , it little hel⸗ 

peth to aunſwere hir, and leſſe pꝛoſtteth ta 

refoꝛme hir, but if ſhe be wiſe , one woꝛde 

will fuffiſe. Fo2 it is a tertaine rule, that if 

a woman will not be ſtill with one woꝛde 

of hir huſ bande, ſher will not be quiet with 

' as manye woꝛdes, as euer the wife men 

did wꝛite, noz wpth ſo manp ſtripes, as a 

man is able to giue hir. The wyſe hul⸗ 

bande therefoze J ſay , and affirme, muſt, 

to pꝛeſerue this pleaſaunt Flower, deale 

with his wife, rather by ſubtiltie , than by 

| crueltie The eight is to be circum ſpett in 8 

matters, that conſerne his honeſtie, and Nat to be 

not to be ieolous of his wife. The Stoke c 

philoſophers ſape, that ieolouſie is a cer- 

taine care of mans minde , leaſt another 

ſhoulde poſſeſſe the thing, which he alone 

woulde entope . {@huce is no greater to2- 

ment, than the veratiõ ot a teolous minde, 

which, euen as the moth fretteth the cloth, 

do th conſume the hart, that is vered theres 

with. Two kinde of perſons are common- 9 

ire ſoze ſicke in this diſeaſe , eyther _= 111 
that 
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Si} The Flower of 
1 that are euill themſelues, oꝛ they, that in 
their pouth haue gone aſtrape, ſuppoſing 
that as other mens wifes haue done to⸗ 
| wards them, ſa will theirs doe towardes 
| - 3h others, which is vanitie to thinke , moze 
tt folye to ſuſpect , and greateſt foliſhnefſe to 
ty ſpeake off. oz as ſome le wode women bee 
i diſſolute: ſo likewiſe women there be, ho- 
neſt, and verie circumſpect . It the wyfe be 
to bee ſuſpeced z let the man wozke as ſes 
tretly, and cloſelp, as he can to repꝛehende 
hir, pet all will not peraduenture aduaile. 
oz; truſt me, no wiſdome, no cratt, no ſei⸗ 
ence, no ſtrength, no ſubtiltie, pea, no pas | 
tiente ſuffiſeth to enfozce a woman, to be 
10 true to hir huſbande , if ſhx otherwiſe de⸗ 
0 termine. Therefoze to conclude to be ieo⸗ 
lous, epther nedeth not, oz boteth not. 
9 The ninth , and laſte herbe is to bee care- 
T be cee, full in the education of his childꝛen. Foz 
full in edu- much better were they vnboꝛne, than vn⸗ 
cation of his taught. Diogenes being enquired what 
cChbilaren. were beſt foꝛ a man to doc to be in fauoure 
of the Gods, and beloucd of the people, an⸗ 
ſwered, that to be intredit with the people, 


and fauozde of py Goddes, a man ought to 
| dog 


Fridfid 5. 


doe thꝛe things, the firſt to reuerente, and 
honoꝛ much the Gods, then to bzing vppe 
his childzen in due cozrection , and laſt to 
be thankefull to his benefactozs , What a⸗ 
uapleth riches,poſſeſſions,to be foztunate, 
to haue thy wyfe with childe ſafelpe delp⸗ 
uered, e thy childe well nouriſhed, ik after⸗ 
wardes by yll trayning , e foꝛ want of edu⸗ Ml 
tation, he become vicious: The monarch 11: i 
| of Macedon Philippes Sonne, being aſs A ba. 
ked whye he honoꝛed moꝛe his mayſter, pa 
than his kather, ſaide, that his maiſter gaue 
him lyfe euerlaſting, and his Father lyfe 
but foz a time. There came once befoze the 
| wiſe Solon a Father with his ſonne , one 
accuſingthe other, the father complayned 
of the diſobedience of his Sonne, and the 
ſonne accuſed the father of his ill bzinging. _ 1 
vppe, which was the cauſe ot his diſobedi⸗ I 
ente. Solon well conſidering the caſe, de- S s. 
termined that bycauſe the Father had not 17 
b:ought vp his ſonne in due cozrection', hee +4 
ſhould therefoze after his death, be depzi⸗ 
ued of his ſepulchze, which was verie rigo- 
rous in thoſe dayes , and the ſonne foz hs 
n was viſherited . J aſſure = 

quot 
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quoth maiſter Lodouic, that ſame was 
an excellent iudgement of the wiſe Solon, 
and ik it were put in vꝛe at theſe dapes, 
there woulde be many fathers to lye wyth⸗ 
out graues, and as many ſonnes put from 
their inheritance. The moe pittie, quoth 
mayſter Pedro, and J thought to haue 
ſapde moꝛe therein. But the ſunne is (g 
much declined, that it is maze then tyme 
to vnburden theſe Ladies of this tedious 
talne, and 7 feare me, J haue alreadpe 
troubled them to long Not ſo, quoth the 
Ladic Lula , Foꝛ ſoner ſhoulde we want 
the dap light, than gwd will to heare pou, 
though the day were lo long againe . Nou 
ſay your pleaſure, quoth mapſter Pedro. 
But nowe ta kntt vp this Flower of mas 
trimoniall amitie, and kriendſhippe, tous 
ching the office ol the man, I lap, that hee 
muſt aboue all thinges haue the feare ol 
God befo2e his epes z which with the reit 
well tonũidered, and put in execution, no 
doubt hx. ſhall eniope the flagrant (anont 
thereof-, Then roſe vp the:tavpe Iulla, 
with the whole:copany giuing myfriende 
mayller Pedro greate thankes / wiſhing 
| that 


DL 
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that there were many ſuch hulbandes, and 
there with ſhe toke the garlande from hir 
head, and ſaide turning hir towards mat⸗ 
fer Pedro, that ſhe would ſurrender vn⸗ 
to him againe the authoꝛttie, which ſher ol 
him receiued with that charge, that he 
ſhoulde the next daye beſtowe it on ſome 
other in that piace. F02 J ſhall not bæ in 
quiet, quoth ſhœ, tillJ haue hearde the 
married woman pzeſcribed- in lyke ſozte, 
as you haue done the married man, ney- 
ther can this Flower well pꝛoſper, oꝛ bee 
perfite , except the woman alſo put to hir 
helping hande. TU hereto mayſter Pedro 
aunſwered , that in the woman was to be 
required great helpe foz the p:eſeruation 
of this friendlye Flower. Pet will J not, 
quoth hx , take the authoꝛitie from pou, 
But if you liſt to departe with it to ſome 
other, pou ſhall pour ſei fe to mozrowe re- 


ſigne it to whome it pleaſeth pou, and in 


the meane time hee willed hir to leanc the 
garlande, and hir authoꝛitie in the place, 
where ſhe receyued it, which ſhe dyd, and 
than went we out of that moſt pleaſaunt 


& | arbour into the Garden, where we twke 


if 


D. j. our 


The Flower of 


dure leaue of the Ladyes and gentlemen, 
who were verpe loth to haue leſt our com⸗ 
panp. But maiſter Pedro had ſo apointed, 
that we coulde not tarry. Zherfoze pꝛomi⸗ 
ſing to come againe the next dap, we went 
home the ſame waye wee came in the 
moꝛning, where the Nightingale 
ſaluted vs with ſuch ſweete 
melodp, that we were at 
the end ol our iour⸗ 
nep,befoze we 
were ware. 1 
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The office, or duetie „of "| 
the married woman, foꝛ the pꝛe⸗ 


ſeruation, and continuance, 


of thys Flower of 
Friendſhyp. 


=> De nertmio2ning, came 
2 there two, or the ſtraun⸗ | 
gers to Mayſter Pedro, "Y 


He FEnings walke, notwithſtan⸗ 
| ding we (ent woꝛd to the Ladie Iulia, that 
in the after none, we determined acrozy - 
ding to oure pꝛomiſe, to mete hir in the 
garden. So after our dinner was finiſhed, 
| and the queſtes departed , wee prepiites 
readie our hoꝛſes, partlpe foz that the wea⸗ 
ther was ſomewhat to hot, to trauaile 
pn fote , and partly fo2 the moze ſpœde. 
But foz all oure haſte, the companye was 11 
aſfembled befoze we tame, and merilye at 
togithers, gpuing eare to the pleaſaunt, | 
harmonie, and melodpe, that was made 


by the muſitions, to whome after our re⸗ 
| nerence accoꝛdingly done, we dꝛewe neere, 
andtoke our plates in the Arbo2 , where 
as the euening befoze , the Ladpe Iulia 
; D. i. had 


a 


T he Flower of 
had left hir athozitle And euerpe one 02s | © 

derlp ſet, he toke the garland of hir ſoues | d 
raigntie, and ſtanding vp ſapde. That the | < 

authozitie, which hee had receyued the dap | 1 

befoze of mayſter Pedro, ſhe purpoſed to | b 

glue to ſome other, leaſt in vſarping a . 

a 

0 

n 


continuance therein , hes might doe iniu⸗ 

rie to the reli of the companye , and ſo cur⸗ 
teaullpe comming to the Ladie Aloi ſa, ſhee 

The Lady; let the garlande of paincipalitie vppon hir 
Alis heade, with eleqion confirmed, by aſſent 
choſen ſoues of vs all, wyth the pꝛomiſe of due 'obep- 
ſance. The Lady Iulia ſate downe ſoberly 

N hir place againe, and the Ladpe Aloiſa, 
Inding vp, declared howe much againſt 
hir. will ſher toke that authoꝛitie, and ſo⸗ 
ucraigntie vpon hir: not withſtanding foz 
as much as the Lady Iulia by the free con⸗ 
ſent of the reſt, had elected hir, ſhe neyther 
would, vacurteſip,no2 might ſhe honeſtly, 
7 be Ladye contemne, oꝛ reiea it, by the vertue wher⸗ 
Zulia com> of , quoth ſhe, J will that the Ladie Iulia 
maunded doe bziefelp ( fo2 that the dap is farre paſt) 
ro deſcribe diſcribe vnto vs, the office , and duetie of 
the married the married woman, in lyke ſozt as maps 
man. ſter Pedro hath done foz b mans behalfe, 
EXT : any 


reigne. 
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and therein to ſhew in what * ſhe muſt 

applie hir ſeite, to maintaine this Flower 

of FFriendſhip betweene hir huſbande and 

hir. When the Ladic Iulia heard this, ſhe 

began a little to chaunge hir colour, and 

ſtanding in doubt what ſhe ſhonlde doe, 

much diſſchablinghir ſelfe, but in the ende 

after hir pawſe awhile , J rather choſe, 

quoth ſhe , to hazard the iudgement of ig ⸗ 

nozance, by mp vnſkilfull tale, than to be 

condemned of diſobedience by vngentle 

reſiſtance . Fo2 diſobedience is a fault in 

all perſons , but the greateſt vice in a wo- 

man. And now, in hope of pardon, if my 7he Lach 

bnlearned ſpxche be not aunſwcrable to %% le- 

your expedations, of thys married wyke ginn eth che 

this is my opinion. In dpuers pointes A iN 

agre with maiſter Pedro, which are as woman. 

well necefſarie, in the waman „as requi» nd agree 

ſite in the man. Foz it in ſuppꝛeſling of the h with © 

thee fozclaide wœdes, the chiekeſt enimes maſter Pe- 

to the Flower of Friendſhip , the man qs in di- 

mulk be careful, much moze ought the wo? vers points. 

man to trauaple , that thep doe not ſpꝛing 

in hit, and alſo the great regarde in choyſe 

ory others: wherein bycauſe mapſter 
D. ii: Pedro 
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Pedrohath already ſatiſſied pou, J mapt 
be vnburdened of that trauaile, Foz if the 
man onght to be circumſpect in the elec⸗ 
ting of his wyfe, what ſhall the ſiely wo⸗ 
men doe, being (a often decepued by you 
men 2 Thereſoꝛe muſt ſhe with great care 
conſider, and be well aſſured of the mans 
honeſt connerſation, of his manners, and 
affections , and ſpecially what loue he bea⸗ 
reth. Fo2 the venom of loue blindeth the 
eyes , and ſo bewitcheth the ſenſes of vs 
poꝛe women, that as we can fozeſe nos 
thing, ſo are we perſwaded that all the 


A 4c” -awr oa. oi... [ad ae 


I 


Seve: vices of the beloued are rare, and excellent fi 
- .. vertues, and the thing moſt ſower, to by 1 
2-504 , derte ſweete, and delicate : foz the aduopy ft 
the ſenſes of ding of which » the woman cannot be ta a] 
women, unquiſttiue, J meane not of the mannes th 
welth, and.ſubſtance, but of bys vertnes, | 
which be the true ricbes, and remayneth| © 
Themifio- faz euer. With which thing mwued, The⸗ w 
l, miſtocles being demaunded whether he w 
had rather marry his daughter, to a riche Jt 

man vicious, 02 a pe man vertuous, be 
woꝛthily aunſwered, that he would ſoner i 


thoſe a man without money, than mo 
| without 
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Friendſhip. 
without a man. Alſo 3 difſent not from 
mayſter Pedro in his equalitieof match. © | 
And after ſuch hir choyſe, let hir indeuoz The hei- 
to increaſe a perfection of loue , and aboue zefe of | 
all imbzate chaſtitie. Foz the happineſſe of mariage 


matrimonie, doth conſiſt in achaſte mas con/efterb in : 


trone , ſo that if ſuche a womau be cons I cheſt wiſe 
topned in true, and bnfapned loue , to hir p 

beloued ſpouſe , no doubt their lives ſhall 
be ſtable, caſie,ſwe&te, topfull,and happie. 
But loue taken awape, in ſtede of moſt 
ſwete pleaſantneſſe , is placed a bitter, 


» | bnſauerie, and an intollerable eſtate. The 


| firſt thing therefoze , which the married 
woman muſt labour to intende , the firſk 
thing which ſhe mult with all hir fozce , , 
applie hir whole minde vnto , and the firſt 
thing which te mult hartily put in exe- 

| eution,is to lyke, and loue well. Foz rea- The woman 
fon doth bynde vs, to lone them, wyth muß hie 
- | whome we muſt eate, and dꝛinke, whome and loue 
we muſt only accompany , of whole ioyes, wel bir 
and ſoꝛrowes, wealth, and woe, wee muſt buſband. 
be partakers , foz whome alſo wee foꝛſake 


ex | parents, friendes, and all, leauing onelpe 


to them fo2 no ſhozter time, then during 
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The Par- 


thians ex- hut ſeke gentle to redꝛeſſe them, indenoz 
chaunged to pleaſe them, and labour to loue them, 
wins with tg whome we haue wholp giuen dure boy 
their neigh» dies, oure godes, our lyues, and liber tpe. 


Ho urg. 


fe. And albeit they be cancred of nature, 


will he abhozre hir vtterlpe. Fo2 as to ſeas 


with true lone, Foz loue giueth to harde 


F 2 


The Fhnerof 


vll in conuerſation, wozſe in condition; 
baſe of lynage,defo2med of perſonage, and 
vnaduiſed in wozde and dede: pet being 
our choſen huſbands, we map not, noꝛ can 
we foꝛgo them, o2 chaüge with our neigh⸗ 
bours, as dyd ſometpme the Parchians, 


But it often falleth out, that diſco2d grows 
eth bewaene man and wyfe , by the igno⸗ 
raunce of one the.others nature , and foz 
this cauſe we are bounde to learne, and abs 
ſerue them, and let not the woma to haſti⸗ 
lye perſwade hir ſelfe, in pmagining that 
hir huſbande lyketh, & loueth hir intirelpe, 
and ſheweth hir a god countenaunce , Foz 
in that moment, when he ſhall perceyue 
that che loneth him not hartily , euen then 


CY I XX. 1, E EP CU ou ey 


fon vnſauerpe meates, pleaſant ſawces be 
pꝛepared: ſo to gpue a god releaſe to the 
fodc of marriage, if muſte bee tempered 


— 


things 


2 * a” ® » = 
1 — 7 NG.” 


1 bs: _ 
* 
* 4 
= 


Friendſhip. 1 [WM 

things an caſineſſe, to tedious thinges a 1 . 

pleaſantneſſe, a beginning with facilitye, 77% _ | 

and ending in felititie. Zhen ſpake the the ſanje ＋ : 

Lady Iſabella, and ſapd, that it was not e. | 

poſſible foꝛ a woman to louep huſbande, 

the which delighted moꝛe in an other. Jt is 

3 | ſure quoth the Ladie Iulia, a harde mats 

2 | terfo2a vertuons wyfe to line wpth a vi- 

> ¶tious hufbande . Foz an honeſt woman to 

” Bf lone a diffolnte man, 02 a wyſe ſpouſe to 

„accept a foliſhe mate. Yet notwithſtan⸗ 

ding, howe much moze the huſbande ber 

” FF £uill , and out ofozder , ſo much moze is it 

2 the womans p2apſe, if ſhee loue him. And 

vou men, as vnttactable as you be, pet is 

it not poſſible , if your wyfes doe loningly 

t 3 imbzace you , though you cannot info2ce 

» | your cuill inclinations to repape lone foz 

loue agapne, pet can per not well hate 

them, which is no ſmall matter. J coulde Te 

recite diuers woꝛthie examples as well of Examples | Jl 

F Romaine, as Grecian Ladies, that haue 7 y or 
ſo intirelye affected their lincked mates, e well 

that not only haue they indangered them- 4 4 * 

ſelues in greate perills foz their ſakes , but . 


haue alſo wpllinglyſpente their bloude to 
die 


The Flower of 
die with them. Plutarch repoxteth, howe 
| that the Lacedemonians , waging bat- 
A wor t hie taple againſt the Mimians, and by con⸗ 
example af quelt getting þ vpper hande, take a num⸗ 
rhe Aimian ver of them captiues , which they impꝛiſo⸗ 
Ledics. ned, intending ſho:tiye after to put them 
to a cruell dcatg. The louing Wiues of 
thoſe men, when they vnderſtod, the wos 
full hap of their vnfoztunate hufvandes, 
tame to the pꝛiſons, where they were, and 
with ſozrowfull teares, and plaintes en⸗ 
treated the Japloꝛs, that thep might haue 


thing after long, and tedious ſute, obtap⸗ 
ned, they entred in, and after moſt louing 
imbzacings, and lamentable bewaylings, 
thcle wyfes twke on them their hulbandes 
apparel! , (ending them out in their wo- 
manlye attire, with their faces couered, as 
the guiſe of the countrie was, who being 
taken foz women, were let pale , and ſo 

_ eſcaped, leauing their wpfes in pꝛilon to 
dit the death, at the appointed tyme , fo2 
their lakes. When the dayec of execution 
was come, and the matter fully knowne, 
the Lacedemonians ſtode in admiration, 
| ) and 


retpurſe to ſpeake with p pꝛiſoners, which 
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| andpardoning both them, and their hul- 
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and gaue theſe faithfull harts bigh pꝛaiſe, 


— OT | 
— * » k 1 — „% _ 


bandes , ſent them home wyth great re- 
wardes , to the incouragement of others, 


to tread the like ſteps of honeſt loue, Pan- p,wthes, 
thea, when ſhe hard that hir huſband was 


flaine in battaple , ranne fozthwith with 
a mourning hart to the dolefull place, 
where he lay , whom after ſhe had beway- 
led hir fill , and had bathed hir ſelfe in his 
bloude, toke the ſame vnhappie launce, ö 
where with he was flaine , and gozed hir 8 
ſelfe tothe hart. Thelyke is repozted of 11412 
Porcia, Brutus wyfe. Martiall alſo w2y- 
teth, howe that Alceſta , the wife of king 
Admetes, vnderſtanding by the Oracle 
of Apollo, that hir huſbandes gricuous / Aleſis 
diſeaſe , wherewith he was ſoze papned,  dcade, 
toulde not be cured, but by the bloude of god Ladie 
a deare friend, kplled hir ſelfe, ſaping that 714% bir 
Admetes had not a dearer friend, than ſh 7% 4g417e. | 
was, which thing when the king bard, he | ; 
finiſhed his lyfe , with the lyke death,ſup- ö 
poſing it moꝛe better to couple themſelues 
togither by one ende, than ſeperated, in 
teares to bewaile the lack of ſo true hear⸗ 
ted, 


Poy cis. 


P.teli n. c. 


e 


The Flower of 

ted, and loning ſpouſe. Jn lyke mance 
Paulina the wyfe of Seneca, when ſhir 
had intelligence that hir huſbande by the 
commaundement of Nero had by cutting 
of his vaines bledde Himlſelfe to death, did 
alſo cut hir owne vapnes, to accompanye 
hir god huſbande in the lyke ende, had 
not Nero pꝛʒtuenting hir purpoſe , cauſed 
hir vaines to bæ ſtopped vp againe. 

What ſhall J ſpeake woꝛthilp of Triara, 
the ſw:ete ſpduſe of Lucius Vitellus, who 
fo intirelp loued hir huſbande, that ſhe acs 
tompanied him in the warres being a wo⸗ 
man, aduenturing daungers with a man⸗ 
lp courage, ryding alwapcs next hir belo⸗ 
ued mate, to garde him, and to be parta⸗ 
ker of his chaunces, god, 02 bad. Did not 
Iulia, Pompeius wife, expꝛeſſe the ſigne of 
a malt louing heart, who when ſhe ſawe 
hir huſbandes coate bzought into the Citp 
all imbꝛued with gozp blod, fell into a ſo⸗ 


daine ſound, ſcriching moſt ruthfullp, and 


bitterly crying 2 O Pompei, Pompei, 
farewell. And being with childe, bzought 
koꝛth in extreme pangues hir vntimelye 
fruite, which immediatelp with p mother, 

l  velbed 
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ptelded vp p gaſping bꝛeath, whoſe deaths 
were bewaylcd with manp tearcs , Plinic 

the yonger , in an Epiſtle waiteth of a fi- 

ſhers wife, that finding no meanes to cure F notable 
an intollerable diſeaſe of hir huſbandes, & cx«mple of 
ſoze lamenting his paines, that daylye in⸗ / Bos | 
creaſed , perſwaded him, that one of them w. fe. 
ſhoulde llap the other, and in the ende con- 

cluded, that they both aſcended to. the top 

of a high rocke , which hung ouer the ſea, 

and being both cowpled togither, thzrwe 
themſelues do wne, and were dꝛowned. 1 

could octupie vou, quoth the Lady lulia, 

till to mozrow this time, with lyke ſtozies, 

of wozthie women. But theſe may ſuffice, 

to ſhewe the loue of the wile to hir huſbãd, 

and to let you vnderſtande alſo, Payſter 
Guaiter, that there hath: bene alwayes - 
women as louing, as men. No doubt Pay 

dam, quoth he, ve loue paſſingly, when yer 
do loue, and pou hate as extrmelpe, when 

pte doe hate. M herefoze it were a godly 

matter, if pou coulde bꝛing pour married 

women vnto a meane. Not ſo, quoth the 
Lady Iulia, 3 will haue no meane in loue. , 0 meanh 


= when the womay hath thus m_ inloue. | 


The ſhame- nelle . Foz às in a creature voyd of ſhame, 


The Flowerof 
ded the pcrfitc rotes of loue , and plantes 
this Friendly Flower, in a fapthfull hart, 
ſhe muſt be as curious as Maiſter Pedros 
god huſbande in pꝛeſeruing it againſt all 
tempeſtuous ſtoꝛzmes, and from all veni⸗ 
mous werdes. The greateſt helpe where- 


to is ſhamekaſtneſſe, which is ot ſuch po⸗ 
wer, and verttie , that it ſufficeth alone 


to defende it againſt all weathers. And if 
ſo be that there were but one onelpe vertue 
in a woman , it might well be ſhamekaſt⸗ 


l:ſſe ce there is nothing founde woꝛthye of com⸗ 


ture ts 


mendation : ſo in the Moman indued 


wy: of all with that vertue, is not anything worthy 


Fern. 


Mo farre theretoꝛe are pe men duerſœne, 
when von onclye inquire of their beautpe, 
ſubſtance, and parentage, leauing vertue 
beſide / x chat moſt excellent gift dt ſhame⸗ 
kaſtneſte, which is the chirleſtd 


or repꝛehenſion, æ there is the rwte of god⸗ 
lines, where ſpꝛingeth p branch or ſhame⸗ 


kaſtnes, which is the onely defence that na⸗ 


ture hath giuẽ to women to depe their rey 
putatid, to pꝛeſerue their chaſtitie, to main⸗ 
teine their honoz x to aduance their pꝛaiſe. 


owe, the 
greateſt 
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Nreateſt inheritaunce, and the pzecions | 
Jewell that a woman can bzing with bir. 

There is another great mapntayner of 

this Flower, ( that is the godlpe grace of Obedience. 

obedience. Fo2 reaſõ it is that we obey our 

Hulbandes.God commaundeth it, and we 

are bounde ſo to doe. Jknow not, quoth 

the Lady Iſabella, what we are bounde ts 

do, but as meete is it, that the huſbande o- 

bey the wife, as the wife the huſband, oꝛ at 

the leaſt that there ber no ſuperiozitye be⸗ 

twene them, as the auncient philoſophers 

haue defended. Foz women haue ſonles as 

wel as men, they haue wit as wel as men, 

and moze apte fo2 pꝛocreation of childꝛen, 

than men. What reaſon is it then, that 

they ſhould be bound, whome nature hath 

made fre 2 Naye , among the Achaiaus, The A- 

wome had ſuch ſoueraigntie, that whatſo- hans. 

euer they commaunded, their Puſbandes - 

e, | obeyed. Sea, Plutarch ſaith, that the man 

ſwept the houſe, dꝛeſt the meate, and did all 

other neceſſaries, where the woman go⸗ 

uerning the houle, and keping the monep, 

aunſwered all matters, and which wozſe 

was, they cozrected them at their diſcretid. 
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What did ſhe , quoth Paiſter Gualter, 
t might the beate him tw? Marp lo. Here 
is the matter, that ſome of our Dames in 
this Countrie take ſo much vppon them. 
They think belike that they be in Achaia. 
But ſure if 3 had bene amongſt thoſe wo⸗ 
men: you would haue done,quoth the La⸗ Js 
die [{ablla , as they did. Foz Dogs barke zun 
boldely at their owne maiſters doze. We⸗ Jn 
leue not daughter, quoth the Lady Iulia, . 
neither thoſe ignoꝛant Philoſophers, noz 
theſe fonde cuſtomes. Fo2 contrary alſo to 
this, the Parthians , 4 T hracians actoun⸗ 
tod not ol their wiues, moꝛe than of ſlaues, 
ſo that after thep had bozne them a doſen Ja 
childꝛen, oꝛ moze , they ſold the mothers at 
the common markets,02 exchaunged them 
_». .. Foz yonger. pe vpon that law, quoth the 
The Ny- Lady Iſabella, But what ſaye you to the 
midians c. cuſtome which Dionyhus Alicarnaſleus, * 
Hadi aus. wzpteth ok the Numidians and Lydians 3 thei | 
where the woman commaunded within 
a2es , and the men without. Yea marie 
quoth the Ladye Aloiſa, that was a iuſt 
law, where the commaiiding was equall, 
Not ſo, quoth the Lady Iulia. Foz though 
1 | it 
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n dar nern are to be dilanulled, and cõ⸗ 


Friendſhip. 
ſt were better than the other two: pet not 
tolerable amongik vs; neyther was the 
— equallpe deuided, as pon 
ks. Hop it the wom keepe al wates hit 
hot hiieties ; the man ſtandeth euer 
it hir tömaündement. Fi: as long as ſhe 


is within; though be commaund hir with- 


ut 5 "this lawe bpndeth hir not to obey; 
Whetefdze in my opinion al thoſe Barba- 


Ade Thꝛiſtians. Ye ſay well 7 Pa⸗ 
b u ot Y. Eraſmus. Iq in dærde both 
nine; eb lawes, in our teligion 
erh the man abſoltite atithozitie , duer 7h men 
en in all places. And, quoth the 62% H ra- 
Tulia) as Arbe beloze, reaſon doth /n, end 
the lame, the man being as he is, (ew, hath 


mo apt fo} the foueraignette being in go- the one 


| kernement, wot onelyſkill;anderp ertence rargntie 


o be reqtired;burt alſo'tapadity to compꝛe· over bis 
bende; wAddme fo brderftand, ſtrength to w/e 
ofseiikd; fol icltude to p}dlecute, pactence to 
. 
a to a all wh 
are nero: ina mun, but ink woman 

rare Then What blame deſerne 
E.). thoſe 
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thole men that doe permit their wynes: to} F 
rule all, and ſuffer themſe lues to be com te 
maunded foz companp. A hard aduenture ] ar 
ML quoth Dapſter Gualter » hapneth to that hi 
luer. mati, which is matched with a maiſterly in 
4 2 ſhꝛe w. Fo2 ſhe being once paſt ſhame, nal bt 
if 1 onely blabbet h aut all that ſhe knoweth w 
metched but thunderethoute that allo, which iq du 
die mad bead concepueth , oz hir fantaſticall| to 
cer. bealne dzeameth al, and pet will hemainq w 
81 taine, that ſhe is neuer angrie, oz ſpeakethſ tei 
j without great cauſe, There be, quoth the] lu. 
f Ladye lulia, ome ſuch women, but J dot all 
4 - pPttexlpcondemne them. Foz this maryed| de! 
| The woman woman, whame J haue taken pponme ta the 
maſi be o- Ddilcribeanult ot duetie be vnto hir huſband] the 
beeicut to in all t hings obe dient, and therefoze it N 
bir buſo.,ud lometimes moued, do chaunte to chide bir, 
he muſt fozbeare. In doing whereof be 
phal neither eate ß; moe at his dinner. no 
es haue the lee appetite ta hir Supper. 
The wiſe woman muſt conuder, that hir em 
| huſband chydeth, eyther without reaſon hin 
o2.hath god.caule.. It reaſon moue hem, ate 
then of důtie ſhe is bound to obey, it other wh 
wile, it is hir part to dillemble oo ſoz 
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Foz in nothing can a wyfe ſhewe a grea⸗ 

ter wiſedome , than in diſſembling with 
an tfinpoztunate huſbande. Hir honeſtye, 
phir god nature, and hir pꝛapſe is ſhewed 
iin nothing moze z than in tolerating of an 
vndiſcrete man, and to conclude, as the 
woman ought not to commaund the man, 
but to be alwales obedient:ſo ought he not 
to ſuffer himſelfe to be commaunded of his 
wile. Seneca, in his tragedies of this mat⸗ 
ter cheweth a notable example. In the 
warres of Mithridates, ę the Romaines, & »o:*bte 
call the ſoldiours in Rome were commaũ / example, - | 
d{ ded to be in redineſſe; to attend bpon Silla 
0] the Conſull. This edict being publiſhed, 
the officers came to an olde knights houſe, 
to will him to pꝛepare himſelfe . But hys 
ry] Wife withſtod them, and ſapd, that he was 
ze] not at home, t that he ſhoulde not go. Foz 
02] guoth ſher, though perchaunte he were g⸗ 
to 
ir 


ble, pet being an olde Souldiour,and ex⸗ 

empted from the warres, J will not giue 
bim leaue. Mhereat the officers being 
aſtonied, enfo:nied the Senate thereof, 
who fozthwith baniſhed the olde knight; 
re fo; ſuffering himtelfe * bee — 
7 , of N p 


ww is the pearle of credit, which is ſo delicate | 


TheFlowerof 


by his wife , and hir they kept in p2iſort 

during his exile foꝛ pꝛeſumption. The ma⸗ 

ried woman, mult be alſo verie careful, 

The good and cirtumlpea ok hir god name. Foz a 
name of. Hd name is the flower or eſtimation, and. * 


verie del;.. thing in a woman, that ſhe muſt not one⸗ 
cate, ly be god, but likewiſe muſt apere (0, Fo? 
pou ment are naturally ſo malicious, that 
du will fudge aſwell of ypou ſuſpect , as 
of that which you ler. The chickelt way fo2 
a woman to pꝛeſerue and maintaine this 
god fame , is to be reſident in hir owne 
5 885 _ houſe. Foꝛ an honeſt woman in ſobernes, 
e keping well hir houſe , gapnetb thereby 
rw great reputation, and if ſhe be euill; it dzi⸗ 

4 2 „ ueth awap manp euill occaſions, and ſtop- 
peth the mouthes of the people. In keping 

at home, all things ſhall be better gouer⸗ 

ned, hir huſbandes hart better cheered , all 
euil ſuſpicions depelled, angers aduoided, .. 

expences diminiſhed, and the great exceſſe 
of apparell not required, wherein we are 
commonly ſo curious, that otherwiſe be- 
ing naturally great ſaucrs , onely therein 
are we as {great waſters , which 3 is 


The good 


77 tried 


Friendſhip. 


aduopded by the wpues 22 70 kerping at ; 
home. J cannot but maruaile, how a wo⸗ nt arc. 
man of eſtimation can delite in gadding a- et 94> _. 
hꝛode, to be a goſſiper, hauing at home hir ſters in 4p= 
huſbad toconferre with, hir childꝛen to in 1 
ſtruct, hir family to loke vato, hir kindꝛed 
to pleaſe, and the euil tongues to appeaſe, 
Seneca ſayth that his aunt foꝛ ſixtene ycas 
res ſpace, whiles hit huſbande was in E- 
gipt-, neuer went out of hir owne houſe, 
Faunus king of the Aborigines, had a 
0 wife named Fauna, who after ſhoe was Fauna. 
maried, would neuer loke vpon anp man 
ſauing hir huſbande, in doing whercok, ſhe 
;, gate ſuch reputation, y after hir death ſhce 
was honoured foz-a Goddelle. Licurgus 
commaundcd that no woman, at anpe 
tyme ſhould go out of hir houſe , ſlauing at 
certaine feſtiuall dayes appointed. Foz the 8 
, maried woman, ſaith he, hath nothing elle 
el to doe , but eyther in the temple to pꝛay to 
the Gods, oꝛ at home to inſtruct hir chil⸗ 
eden. Py meaning is not in reciting thete 
examples, to haue the maried wyke conti? 
nuallp lockt vp, as a clopſtred Nonne, oz 
Antres, but to conſider hereby, what re 
E. iu. (pct 


/ 


 Thicreti 's 


T be woman 


muſt auayd 


ſuſpici JO 
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leth of. a cuſtome among the Numidlans, 
that their huſbandes being abꝛoade, the 


The Nu- 


WHGYI411S,, 


there was alawe inuiolable, that who ſo 


whe other Romaine Patroncs, were ro- 


ware in going abꝛoade: ſo muſt ſhe be as 


The Flowerof 

ſpect ſhe muſt haue in going abꝛoade, and 
what a vertue it is to keepe well hir houſe, 
Lucretia the famous Komaine Ladye, 
obteyned not ſo great pꝛaiſe in extelling 
others in bewtie, and parentage, as ſhee 
did in being kaunde at home a ſpinning, 

and carding with hir maydens , where as 


ming ab2ode in faſting, and banqueting, 
when their hufvands came from p warres 
to viſite them. As the wife muſt be thus 


carefull what is done at home, on hir part 
not to fit pdlelp, noz to permit any one ſuſ⸗ 

piciouſtp to come vnto hir, ſpeciallpe hir 
huſband being not at home. Plutarch tel⸗ 


wiues kept al wapes their dozes ſhut , and 


euer knockt at ſuch a doze , ſo ſhut, ſhould 
therefoze loſe hishande . To be bꝛiefe, not] | 
onelp in chaſtiticof bodye, but in honeltt 
of bchautour, and talke, doth the woma 

honour ,, and god name conſiſt, and is 


alſo mainteyned. * be on the wo 


mans? 
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Friendſhip. 
mans behalfe ,:the greateſt nouriſhers, of 
this matrimoniall Flower, whcrewith 
being adozned ſhe ſhall pleaſe God, con- 
tent hir huſbande , and get honour of all 
perſons , without which , all trim attyze, 
all out warde paintings, and garniſhings 
are nothing. Foz what auapleth it a man 
to haue his wife of excellent bewtie, great 
poſſeſſions, god parentage, and wel krien⸗ 
ded, i ther withal ſhe be ſhameles, pꝛowde, 
curſt, and diſolute. Alſo foz the perfiting +-;,,,..._ 
| of this maried woman, certepne outward , /_ 
qualities are to be required, as to icke „% e 
well to hir hulwifery, and not onely to ſx %% in 
that all be done, but that all be well done, He. 
to the contentatiqn of hir huſbande, euen 
in thinges of leaſt impoꝛtaunce, and to 
otcupie hir ſelfe accoꝛdingly not to ſit al; 75 woman 
wapes pdle, but to ſpende hir time in ſome ma not be 
p:ofitable ererciſe , as with hir nædle, and acts 
rocke , oꝛ ſuche otherlike , which in times 
paſt, haue bene in great reputation a⸗ 
mongeſt the greateſt Ladies, ſa that Sa- Salomon. 
lomon commending a god woman, ſapth 
that ſhe ſought woll, 4 flax, and wzought | 
by the counſayle.of hix handes. Jt is alſo 1:4 


The Flowerof 


| a great want in a woman, if he be vnſhil⸗ 
Cookerie. full in dꝛeſling of meate, Foꝛ it is the chiey | 


feſt point of a houſwife to cheriſhe hir huſ⸗ 

bande, who being ſicke, will haue the beſt 

appetite to the meate of bys: wpues d2eſe 

ſing , and if ſhit then cheriſhe hym well, 

he will loue hir the better euer after. 

No- Stratomacha þ wyfe of king Deiatarus; 
MACH. whenſoeuer he fell-ſicke,was his coke; his 
phiſition, and his chirurgion, which woz⸗ 

thie qualities ſo cſtemed of ſuche à noble 

2 ucne, why ſhould not the married wds 

man labour to haue them, ſeing that there⸗ 

by, the ſhal enlarge p Flower of Friend. 

ſhip betwene bir + hir huſbad , whoſe face 


| | The face of mult be hir daplie loking glaſſe , wherein 


_ oy 44: the ought to be alwayes pꝛying, to ſe whẽ 
; +. +5 he is merle, when ſad, when content, and 


£(«[cof 5* when dilcö tent, wherto ſhe muſt alwayes 


JV. frame hir owne countenance, Why,quoth 
the Ladie Habell , what if he bee mad, oz 

dꝛonke, muſt we then ſhew the like coun-' 
tenance. Jfyou perceiue him in ſuch caſe, 

quoth the Ladie Iulia, ſpeake him fapꝛe, 


and flatter him, till pou get hym to beds: | ter 


and there Wer him louinglp ; with 
| killing 
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karre in hir charge. Not ſo,quoth ſhe , but 


| countred with a poꝛe Mpdowes daughs women re- 
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Frienaſhip., 
killing and imbꝛaſing, that he mape pers 

cepue it to come of pure loue, moꝛe than 

of malice, foz better were it to conuert 

bim louingly in gentleneſſe, than to cons 

trole him fro wardliy in ſbꝛewdneſſe. It is 

molt true, quoth M. Pedro. Foz in this 

point, we are not muche vnlpke to wylde 

and ſauage beaſts, as the lyon, oꝛ the vnt- 

cone , which by fo2ce can not ber tamed, 
but by humilitie , and gentle meanes, ſo ien muſt 
that who will reclapme vs, muſt auopde bereformed 
all contrarping, and veration of minde; H gentle- 
whereof J could tell you a pꝛetie ſtozv, that »/e. 
of late peares happened ta a gentlewoma, 
that by ſuche gentle wples reclaymed hir 
huſband, being karre gone, but J ſhoulde 
infurie the Lady Iulia, to entermeddle ſo 


pou ſhall greatly pleaſure mee therein, 

wherfoze 3 pzay pou let vs heare it. There Mer 
was, quoth he, a Gentleman of god cal⸗ Pedro tel- 
ling, that greatly delighted in hunting, {ct 4 prety 
who on adaye , nere to a little village eny le howe 4 


ter, a ſimple wench, but ſomewhat ſnowte cl imed bir 
kapze, whoſe gape eyes, had ſo W 
; 5 f 
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s  tOhysfolye hunter, that vnder the colour 
| (a thereof, he oftentimes reſozted vnto hir, 
70 | and lapediuers nightes-out of bys owne 
houſe. When his wife, being both fapze, 
wile , and vertuous , bnberſtode-thereof, 
as well by his demcanour , as by other 
- coniectures , lykea wiſe woman ſhe diſs 
fembled the matter, and kept it ſetrete to 
hir ſelfe, not altering eyther countenance, 
7 conditions towardes hym, but on a 
time, when the was aſſured, that he was 
gone another wape, hied hir to the houſe, 
where ſhe learned of the pong woman tbe 
whole tircumſtaunce, fapning hir ſelfe to 
be his ſiſter , and when ſhe had vielved the 
£ambers, and bedding, wherein he lape, 
Which was verie homely, ſhe returned 
home againe and truſt vp a god bed, well 
fkturniſhed, and hangings , with other ne⸗ 
© ceſſaries , which as ſecretly as ſhe toulde, 
tonuapde thither, deſtring both ths olde 
woman, and hir daughter to be god to hir 
bꝛother, and ſee that he wanted nothing. 
The nert dap, came this gentlemã home, 
and accoꝛding to his cuſtome, went a hun⸗ 
en old n where he ſeing this 
wee 


Friendſhip. 

nee furniture, maruepled much thereat, 
and inquired what the matter ment. The 
old mother aunſwered, that a ſiſter of his 
had bene there, and wylling them to che⸗ 
riſhe hym well, gauc them beſides cer⸗ 
taine money. The gentleman vnderſtany 
ding then how the woꝛld went, and know⸗ 
ing it to be hys Mpfes doing, returned 


the truth, and what ſher ment thercby, 
who denped it not. The cauſe why, quoth 
ſhee, J ſent ſuche furniture thither, was, 
bicauſe J vnderſtanding howe daintilye 


ted you might by ſuche harde entertaine⸗ 
ment haue gatten (ome harme. He ſhould, 
quoth the Ladie Aloiſa, haue had a bed of 
nettles, oꝛ thoꝛnes, had it bene to mer, Foz 
ſure J would not haue bxne the cheriſher 
of my huſband in his vnthꝛiktineſſe. And 


ſo ſhould you haue made him wozſe,quoth - 


mapſter Pedro. But it happened muche 
better to this gentlewoman,Foz he being 
oucreome bp hir vertue, lined content with 
hir euer after. This ſtozic, quoth the Las 
he i hath well holpen me fozwarde, 


foz 


fo:thwith home, and demaunded of hir 


pou were accuſtomed to lie at home, doub⸗ 
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fo2 the which J thanke mayſter Pedro, 
nolv to continue my purpoſe, J ſape, that 
verie circunnſpect, and warie muſt the wo- 
man bx in repꝛehending of hir huſbande 
in ſuche great matters. Fo2 in things of 
ſmall impoztance, the beſt wil be fo2hir to 
dillemble, noting diligently the time, the 
place, and the mancr in doing. The beſt 
tyme is, when anger, and malincholy 
raigneth not, and in any caſe, let no per⸗ 
ſon be in plate, to heare hir. Fo2 it is a 


wiſe mans griefe, to beare the open re⸗ 


pꝛofe of his wife, The beſt place, is, as F 
ſayde, when they are both in bed, a place 
appointed foꝛ recontilementes, and renu⸗ 
ing of loue, and friendship, let pour woꝛds 
not be ſpitefull,but louing, kinde, gentle, 
merie, and pleaſaunt. Foꝛ though the wo⸗ 


man euerie where, ought to be merie with 


hir mate: pet muſte ſhe chiefely in bed, 
there by to hewe what loue ſhee beareth 


him, where ſhe maye lawfully poure out 


into his boſome all the thoughts, and ſecs 


trets of hir louing hart. But now to con⸗ 


clude , and knit vp the married womans 


office in maintepning and conſeruing this 
Flower 
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Flower of Friendſhip in holpe atri⸗ 

monie, ſhe muſt ange of hir ſelfe weake, 

and vnable beſides hir owne diligente, 

put hir whole truſt in the firſt , and pꝛin⸗ The ** 
cipall authoz thereof , whome it the ſerue mm 
fapthfullye, wpll no doubt, make thys put bir 
Flower to ſpzing vp in hiraboundantly. 77ſt in 
Foz daylie we mape ſe a foule defoꝛmed God. 
woman, that truely feareth , and ſerneth 

God, ſo well beloued of hir huſbaude, as if 

the were the fapꝛeſt ol bewtie in a Coun⸗ 

trie, and women voypde ol Gods fauour, 

and grace, what qualities ſoeuer they 

haue beſides , ſeldome, oz neuer eniope 
they the happie eſtate of Matrimonie, no: 
ſhall they euer attaine to the ſwerte, and ] 
perfite ſmell of thys moſte delectable 

Flower of ſpouſall amitie, and friendſhip. 

I thinke verily , quoth maiſter Pedro, if 

eyther Medea, oz Circe coulde haue ob⸗ 
tàpned this Flower, as cunning inchauns 
ters as thep were, tb haue tempered thepꝛ 
charmes withall, Circes had not ſo ſone 
loft hir Vlyſſes, noz- Medea fozgone hir 
Wee laſon , Herewith the whole 


aſſembly ryſing bp, gaue the Lavye * 
F 


' The Flowerof 
bir deſerued pꝛapſe, andthankes ,ahv the 
Ladie Aloiſa laping a ſide htr ſoueraign- 
tie, went all out into the Garden, where 
we roming about the pleaſaunt allies, diſ⸗ 
tourſed a newe of that which had beene 
ſapde, both by the Lady Iulia and of 
ſter Pedro, which was very well bozen &- 


way. But the Ladie Iſabel la, who in this 


ſeconde debating fell to my lot, at our de⸗ 
parting required me foz hir ſake, to penne 
the whole diſcourſe of this flagrãt Flower, 
Foꝛ quoth ſhe,your quiet ſilence both theſt 
dapes, aſſureth me, that you haue well 
tonſidered therc ok, and there with the reaſt 
ok the ladies ioyned with hir, at whoſe 
- timpoztunate requeſt, with the 
belpe of mp friend Paiſter 
Pedro, and others, 
haue aduentured to 
publiſhe this 
TDiſcourls, 


FINIS. 


9 ; i 
5 % 
1 . 


printed at London 
by Henry Denham, 
dwelling in Pater- 
noſter Rovve, at 
the ſigne of the \ 


Starre, 


